Myotis Kaup, 1829 (Vespertilionidae: Myotinae) comprises a diverse group of small to large-sized vespertilionid bats with a worldwide distribution, including more than one hundred species (SIMMONS 2005). Twelve South American species are recognized currently (WILSON 2008). Nevertheless, about 60 names have been proposed for South American Myotis since the description of the first species from that continent, Myotis albescens (É. Geoffroy, 1806), more than two centuries ago. Among them, Myotis punensis J.A. Allen, 1914 was described based on a single specimen from Isla Puna, Ecuador. MILLER & ALLEN (1928) regarded the name Myotis punensis as a junior synonym of Myotis albescens. Later LAVAL (1973) identified the holotype of M. punensis as M. nigricans (Schinz, 1821). LAVAL (1973) applied the name Myotis punensis to populations of M. nigricans from lowland localities on the west side of the Andes in Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru, recognizing them at the subspecific level as M. nigricans punensis J.A. Allen, 1914. Subsequently, BOGAN (1978 refuted the distinctness of those populations and recommended that the name Myotis nigricans punensis should be relegated to the synonymy of Myotis nigricans nigricans, but without examining the holotype of M. punensis. BOGAN'S (1978) suggestion was followed by SIMMONS (2005) and WILSON (2008), who considered Myotis punensis a junior synonym of Myotis nigricans.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
We evaluated the taxonomic status of M. punensis by comparing its holotype (AMNH 36263) Handley, 1960 (USNM 310255, holotype) and M. ruber (É. Geoffroy, 1806) (USNM 115097, neotype). The original descriptions used in comparisons were: M. aelleni Baud, 1979 , M. atacamensis (Lataste, 1892 , M. chiloensis (Waterhouse, 1840) , M. levis dinellii (Thomas, 1902) , M. keaysi pilosatibialis LaVal, 1973 , M. nigricans nigricans (Schinz, 1821 , M. oxyotus (Peters, 1867) and M. simus Thomas, 1901 . A list of specimens examined and their localities is in the Appendix 1. A set of qualitative and quantitative characters reported as diagnostic by previous authors (THOMAS 1901 , 1902 , MILLER & ALLEN 1928 , HANDLEY 1960 , LAVAL 1973 , BAUD & MENU 1993 , LÓPEZ-GONZÁLEZ et al. 2001 , LÓPEZ-GONZÁLEZ 2005 , WILSON 2008 were used in comparisons. The qualitative characters selected were: plagiopatagium attachment (attached at ankles; at toes by a narrow band of membrane; or at toes by a broad band of membrane); occurrence of a fringe of hairs along the trailing edge of the uropatagium (absent or present); position of P3 (aligned with other premolars or displaced to the lingual side, and visible or not visible when observed in lateral view); occurrence and height of sagittal and occipital crests (absent or present; and height: very low, low, medium and high); shape of the braincase roof (parietal inclined forward or straight when observed in lateral view); shape of the supraoccipital region (supraoccipital and posteriormost part of parietals flattened when observed in lateral view, not projecting much beyond the limit of the occipital condyles, or supraoccipital and ZOOLOGIA 28 (1): 115-121, February, 2011 posteriormost part of parietals rounded, projecting beyond the limit of the occipital condyles).
Nine cranial and four external dimensions were measured using a digital caliper accurate to 0.02 mm. The measurements, reported in millimeters (mm), and their abbreviations are defined as follows (lengths were measured from the anteriormost point of the first structure to the posteriormost point of the second structure mentioned below): zygomatic breadth, greatest breadth across the outer edges of the zygomatic arches; interorbital breadth, least breadth dorsally between the orbits; postorbital breadth, least breadth across frontals posterior to the postorbital bulges; breadth across canines, greatest breadth across outer edges of the crowns of upper canines including cingulae; breadth across molars, greatest breadth across outer edges of the crowns of upper molars; maxillary toothrow length, from the upper canine crown including cingulum to the crown of M3; molariform toothrow length, from the crown of M1 to the crown of M3; mandibular length, from the line of internal incisors, to the angular process; mandibular toothrow length, from the lower canine to m3; forearm length, from the elbow to the distal end of the forearm including carpals; third metacarpal length, from the distal end of the forearm to the distal end of the third metacarpal; and length of the dorsal and ventral hairs, from the base to the tip of the hair, measured between scapulas. Other measurements that characterize the length of skull were not used due the condition of the skull, which lacks parts of the posterior region.
TAXONOMY

Redescription of the holotype of Myotis punensis
The holotype of Myotis punensis (AMNH 36263) was collected by W.B. Richardson on Isla Puna, Guayaquil, Guayas, Ecuador (2°12'S, 80°01'W [GARDNER 2008]), sea level, on 8 May, 1913. The specimen, currently deposited in the mammal collection at American Museum of Natural History, is a sub-adult male (sensu SIMMONS & VOSS 2009), skin and skull preserved, including the mandible. The left side of the skull is broken, lacking parts of the parietal, interparietal, supraoccipital, squamosal, occipital condyle, basioccipital, and ectotympanic.
The holotype is a small specimen (forearm length 31.6 mm) with small ears (less than 12 mm) and long, silky pelage (length of dorsal fur 7.3 mm; ventral fur 5.4 mm). The dorsal fur is distinctly bicolored with medium-brown bases (more than 2/3 of total length) and light-brown tips. The ventral fur is strongly bicolored with dark-brown bases (2/3 of total length) and yellow tips. There is more contrast between bases and tips in the ventral fur than in the dorsal fur. The membranes are medium brown and there is a weak fringe of hairs along the trailing edge of the uropatagium. The plagiopatagium appears to be attached at feet (Fig. 1) . The skull is small (mandibular length 9.04 mm) and the braincase is long and flattened. The supraoccipital region is rounded and the sagittal crest is very low. There are no occipital crests and the third upper premolar is in the toothrow, not crowded to the lingual side (Fig. 2) . (LAVAL 1973 , SIMMONS 2005 , WILSON 2008 ). On the other hand, some of the main diagnostic characters in M. albescens are the ear length (9-14 mm), long and silky pelage, tips of dorsal pelage with frosted appearance, and fringe of hairs along the trailing edge of uropatagium (LAVAL 1973 , LÓPEZ-GONZÁLEZ et al. 2001 , BRAUN 2009 Brazil) , and those specimens will be deposited in mammal collection at Museu Nacional.
Myotis albescens: BOLIVIA, Beni: Mamore -AMNH 209765, 209767, 209769, 209770, 210964, 210965, 210966, 210967, 210968, 210969, 210970, 210971, 210972, 210973, 210975, 210976, 210977, 210978, 210979. Beni: Marban -AMNH 210963. Beni: Vaca Diez -209768. Beni: Yacuma -AMNH 210980, 210981, 210982, 210983, 210984, 210985, 210986, 210987, 210988, 210989 -AMNH 79530, 79531, 79702, 79703, 79704, 79705, 79706, 79707, 79708, 79709, 79710, 79711, 79712, 79713, 79714, 79715, 79716, 79717, 79718, 79719, 79720. Amazonas: Borba -AMNH 91905, 91906, 91909, 91910, 92229. Amazonas: Humaitá -DZSJRP 14113, 14114, 14119, 14780. Amazonas: Manicoré -AMNH 92665, 92666, 92667, 92668, 92670, 92675, 92677, 92678, 92679, 92680, 92681. Amazonas: São Gabriel da Cachoeira -AMNH 77384, 77385, 77386, 77387, 77388, 77389, 77390, 77391, 77392, 77393, 77394, 77395, 77396, 77397, 77398, 77399, 77400, 77401, 77402, 77403, 77404, 77405, 78751, 78752, 78753, 78754, 78755, 78756, 78757, 78758, 78759, 78760, 78761, 78762, 78763, 78764, 78765, 78766, 78767, 78768, 78769, 78770, 78771, 78772, 78773, 78774, 78775, 78776, 78777, 78778, 78779, 78780. Pará: Altamira -MZUSP 22690, 22692, 22705, 22708, 22738, USNM 549511, 549512, 549513, 549514, 549515, 549516. Pará: Aveiro -AMNH 94448, 94449, 94450, 94451, 94454, 94455, 94456, 94457, 94458. Pará: Baião -AMNH 97087, 97088, 97089, 97090, 97091, 97092, 97093, 97094, 97095, 97096, 97097, 97098, 97099, 97123, 97124, 97125, 97126, 97127, 97273, 97274. Pará: Belém -USNM 361774, 361775, 361776, 361777, 361778, 361779, 393764, 460137, 460138. Pará: Faro -AMNH 93926, 93927, 93928, 93929, 93930, 93931, 93932, 93933, 93934, 93935, 93936, 93937, 93938. Pará: Porto de Móz -AMNH 96102, 96103, 96104, 96105, 96106, 96107, 96108, 96109, 96110, 96111, 96112, 96113, 96114, 96115, 96116, 96117, 96118, 96119, 96120. Pará: Santarém -AMNH 94444, 94445, 94446, 94447, 94453. Pará: Tapajós River -AMNH 94459, 94460, 94461, 94462, 94463, 
